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PRESS RELEASE

Digitales Bonn – 
Kick-off event of the Innovation Board

The members of the Innovation Board of Digitales Bonn met for 
the first time on Friday April 15, 2016. The city of Bonn has set 
itself the following goal “…realizing the opportunities of digital 
transformation for the economy, administration, politics, educa-
tion and civic participation”.

Mayor Ashok-Alexander Sridharan opened the kick-off event 
with a warm welcoming speech in the Gobelin hall of the Old 
Town Hall in Bonn. In his keynote address, Dr. Johannes Helbig 
(CIO of the year 2010) constituted the strengths and weaknes-
ses of digital transformation and then inspired the participants 
of the Innovation Board to generate ideas in the following group 
work sessions. The Innovation Board is composed of about 50 
experts of the regional economy, politics and science.

Goodarz Mahbobi, CEO of the local IT and Management consul-
tancy axxessio and project manager of Digitales Bonn, explained 
the approach and methodology of the event afterwards. Moreo-
ver he also provided more information on the planning and the 
steps to be taken until the handover of the project profiles to the 
mayor in October this year. Directly afterwards, the experts were 
divided into four groups:

 » Expert group: Development of a start-up scene
 » Expert group: Digital Transformation
 » Expert group: Qualification and Education
 » Expert group: IT-Security

The experts gathered numerous innovative project ideas with 
the help of a creativity method, developed by axxessio, called 
axxess2innovation. During the upcoming four months, the 
experts will elaborate on these ideas and will develop project 
profiles. However, a first categorization has already been made 
during the kick-off event:

 » Quick-Wins (realization within 6 months)
 » Medium-term project ideas (realization between 6 months 

and 3 years)
 » Long-term project ideas (realization more than 3 year)

The results of the two-hour group work have been presented to 
all participants. In order to deliver the collection of project pro-
files in October 2016, each expert group has also scheduled fol-
low-up meetings. After a short closing speech by the mayor, the 
participants had the occasion to get to know each other better. 


